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Up to the time of annexation the history of the District outside
Sagaing town and Ava has no special features. From time immemorial
it has always been a part of the kingdom of Burma,
History. whether centred at PAGAN, AVA, or SAGAING. After
the surrender of king Thibaw, in November, 1885, a column marched
from Mandalay to Myingyan through Ava, where it was joined by the
taunghmu or jailor of Ava, who did good service in the fighting that
followed. The fort at Sagaing was occupied as early as December,
1885 ; but regular administration was not introduced at once, and for
two years the District was one of the most turbulent in the Province.
Outside the two posts at Sagaing and Myinmu it was in the hands
of dacoits, who terrorized the village headmen, and two British officers
were killed near Sagaing during the first months of occupation. There
were several bands of rebels, the most notorious leader being Hla U,
who was a scourge to the country round Myinmu. The old Ava
subdivision, comprising the present Tada-u and Ngazun townships,
then a separate District, was equally disturbed, the followers of a man
named Shwe Yan giving most trouble there. The building of outposts
at Myotha and Myinthe, followed by active operations, drove Shwe
Yan across the Panlaung in April, but later he took up his head-
quarters in the country between the Panlaung and its tributary the
Samon. In 1887 the state of the District was no better, and on both
sides of the river the country was practically in the hands of the
dacoits. Great efforts were made to capture Hla U, but none of them
succeeded, and he was ultimately murdered by one of his own fol-
lowers. His lieutenants, chief among whom were Nyo U, Nyo Pu,
and Min O, soon gathered strength, and before long had succeeded in
making the country as disturbed as ever. On the Ava side Shwe Yan
openly defied the authorities, and two British officers were killed in an
engagement with him. Finally, in 1888, military operations on a larger
scale were begun under the late General Penn Symons; and though no
great measure of success appeared at first to attend them, the resistance
to authority slowly weakened, and the strict observance of the Village
Regulation by which villages were punished for not resisting the
dacoits, and suspicious persons were removed from their local spheres
of influence, gradually led to the pacification of the country. By the
end of 1888 no less than 26 dacoit leaders, including Shwe Yan, had
been killed and 26 captured, and most of their followers had come in
and were disarmed. Since that date the District has given no trouble.
The Ava District was amalgamated with Sagaing early in 1888,

The ancient capital of AVA is described in a separate article. Pinya
and Myinzaing to the south of Ava in the Tada-u township are also
old capitals. The pagodas, both in the neighbourhood of Sagaing and
throughout the District, are exceedingly numerous3 especially on the